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TO 


Sir Francis Burverr, Barr. 


On the Remedies proposed by the Corre- 
spondents of the Board of Agriculture. 


Sirn,—DBefore this time, you will, I 
dare say, have read the whole of the 
Book of the Board of Agriculture, and 
will, | am sure, have viewed with a mix- 
ture of contempt and indignation the se- 
veral remedies, proposed by the corre- 
spondents of the Board. [ will, ne- 
vertheless, take the liberty to offer you 
some observations upon these proposed 
remedies, the list of which I will here in- 
sert, with a remark of the Board sub- 
joined to the list, which remark, though I 
mentioned it in my last letter, will merit, 
by and by, some further animadversion. 


‘© Remedies proposed. 

















“1, Letters, proposing the repeal or reduc- 

“ tion of taxes, --++eeeeee ++ 205 
+ ¢ » proposing the reduction of rent 90 
var * , to commute tithes;---++-++++ 47 
* 4. , to prohibit or lay heavy daties 

‘¢ on the importation of all 

“© Jand prodnce,--+++-+++++- 58 | 
we , to give a bounty on the ex- 

“ port of Corn, s+eceseerees SI 
“ 6, ————, to increase paper circulation, 21 
* 7 , to regulate poor-rates, and es- 

“ pecially by subjecting all 

“ preperty to bear its fair 

6 share, see cesececeeceeee Sh 
“8, ——-—, to raise the price of corn,&c. 19 
“9, —_—., to establish corn rents, ----+. 7 


“10,——-—,, to repeal the Act for ware- 
“¢ housing foreign corn,-++--+ 
“it, ———, to lend Exchequer Bills on 
“6 good security,«++++eseeees 

* 12. ———, to continue the Bank Restric- 
© LION, sere ree ceeereressee 
15, —--- to encourage emigration,».+- 1 


12 


‘14. Letters, to give the same favour to 
** agriculture as to mannfac- 
“ ture, as the principal reme- 
‘« dy; but many allude less de- 





“ cisively to thesame system, 2 
 15.—~—, to reduce the interest of mo- 

«6 1 oeebesee 5 
“* 16. ———, to establish public granaries, 

‘* the corn to be purchased by 

* government, «--+++-+++5 ° 8 
“17, --——,, to encourage distilleries, ---- 2 
“ 18, ——-—, government to take into their 

‘* own hands the management 

© of the poor,e+++sseeeees ee 2 
“19, ——-—, proposing to regnlate the cot- 

“ tages with the addition of 

€ Jands, seeerececeees Ces ee 7 
“ 20. , to repeal the Game Laws,---- 1 
“21,——-—, to lessen the quantity of land 

** intended to be sown,:--++« 2 
“* 22, ———, to give a bounty on the culti- 

‘* vation of hemp, -+++++++*++ 14 
25. —-——-, to take off the tax on drain- 

** ing-brick, ne watda eben 1 
“* 24, ——~—, the Bank of England to esta- 


‘€ blish branch banks, ++++«« 1 

‘« The great object of the Board in these en- 

‘* quiries has bees to collect facts. If it be asked 
** what conclusions are to be drawn from these facts? 
‘€ Such, will, of course, suggest themselves with 
“ the greatest clearness to the members of the legis- 








“ lature. With this expectation before us, we 
‘* cannot but be surprised at the anxiety felt, and 
‘* the apprehensions expressed by many of the ablest 
‘* persons (being magistrates of extensive juris. 


|“ <lictions) amongst the correspondents, whose 


“« Jetters are the basis of this general result,” 


What will the world think, Sir, of a 
couple of dozen of remedies for the eyils 
which oppress a nation, whose govern- 
ment has the assurance to tell it that its 
situation is the envy and admiration of 
the universe? ‘This impudent govern. 
ment, with these four and twenty reme. 
dies before it, will not be disposed, I 
imagine, to concur in the doctrine of the. 
bible, ‘‘ that in the multitude of counsel. 


lors there is wisdom,”’ 
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It is hard to know where to begin the 
work of exposure, where the mass of er. 
ror is so great, and where one error so 
imperceptibly runs into, and mixes itself 
with another. The first remedy pro- 
posed, and in favour of which there ap- 
pears to be one half of the correspon- 
dents, namely, the reduction of taxes, 1s 
indeed a real remedy. But, with the ex- 
ception of about four of the correspon- 
dents out of two hundred and five, this 
reduction is spoken of ina way, which 
clearly shews that the writers -have no 
idea of a reduction to the extent that is 
become absolutely necessary. ‘There is 
here and there a hint at the transfer of 
estates from the landowners to the fund- 
holders; but no correspondent has ven- 
tured to say, that a reduction of the in- 
terest of the debt ought to take place ; 
nor are there more than two, who pro- 
pose a reduction of the army, or any re- 
duction of expence on the part of the go- 
vernment. Yet, Sirge-unless reduction 
takes place in all these departments, how, 
in the name of common sense, can there 
take place any reduction ‘in the amount 
of the taxes? All, therefore, that is 
said by the book upon this subject, or 
nearly all, is mere empty sound. It 
ieads to no rational conclusion ; it points 
to nothing practical, and can tend to pro- 
duce no sort of good, other than that 
which is to be derived from this general 
confession of the evil of excessive taxa- 
tion. Why all these gentlemen have 
been so shy of coming to the point, is 
clear enough; to have pointed out the 
Army, the Civil List, the Sinecures, the 
unmerited Pensions, or the interest of 
the Debt, as objects whereon to exercise 
reduction, would have been to assail the 
government, and that was what the greater, 
part of these gentlemen wanted the cou- 
rage to do, Circumstances will, however, 
very soon make the attack which these 
gentlemen have been afraid to make. 
For, to collect sixty millions a year in 
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taxes, in the present state of the country, 
is absolutely impossible. ‘To this point [ 
was sure it would come. ‘ The play is 
over,” said that slave of the government, 
the Courrer, ** and now let us go to 
supper.’ This he said, in an exulting 
strain, when the brave and generous Na. 
poleon had fallen into the clutches of 
the Castlereagh’s and the Jenkinsons,— 
‘¢ No,” said I, ** we cannot go to sup. 
‘¢per yet. We must first pay for the 
*¢ pleasure of the play.” This we are now 
doing ; and al the weepings and wail- 
ings and gnashing of teeth contained in 
the Book of the Board of Agriculture, 
will not shorten the period previous to 
the supper party. 

That the taxes must be reduced is very 
Nearly forty millions a year are 
raised in indirect taxes. These will ina 
short time reduce themselves. It is im- 
possible that it should be otherwise, for 
reasons, which I have stated to the pub. 
lic a hundred times over, and which rea. 
sons, would, I am sure, suggest them. 
selves to you, long before they ever were 
stated in print. ‘The truth is, that the 
direct taxes will not be collected to the 
amount of one half of the assessment 
that has been made. It is perfectly use- 
less for the collectors to send round their 
threatening letters, to iell people, that 
they are defaulters, and that exchequer 
processes will be issued out against them. 
All this is perfectly useless. It will not 
put money into the pockets of those who 
have none. In the way of example, sei- 
zure will be of no use, seeing that the 
non-payment proceeds wholly from ina- 
bility. If the taxes be collected by 
seizure, the government strikes down 
to the earth one of the payers of taxes 
by every such seizure. It acts the part 
of the boy with his goose. It gets one 
golden egg, but it puts a stop to the lad- 
der for ever. Yet this part has it been 
acting all over the country ; and this 
part it must act, in order to obtain any 
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thing like the amount of the taxes now due. 
The threatening letters of the govern- 
ment agents are now lying before the far 
creater part of the farmers ; no wonder 
that the newspapers tell us, that these 
latter have hurried their corn to market 
inan ** unripe and damp state.””’ They 
are endeavouring ‘by these means to avert 
the danger that threatens them ; and thus 
a premature harvesting and a great de- 
struction of corn has taken place; the corn 
thus hurried to the market, falls into the 
hands of monied men, and however high 
a price it may finally bring, the low price 
at which the farmer is compelled to sell it 
will be his ruin. To such a point of dis- 
tress have the people in the country been 
brought by this horrid system of taxation, 
that Truck, or Barter, is beginning to 
take place, in the lieu of purchase and 
sale. A man, instead of buying a horse, 
gives a cow and a calf for a horse; a hog 
is exchanged against a heifer; a sheep is 
given in exchange for some other animal ; 
and so on. In one part of Wales, the 
Book tells us, that the poor-rates are 
collected in kind; that is to say, that the 
farmers, having no money to pay, give 
the overseers wheat, potatoes, or other 
articles of food, in lieu of money. The 
Board express their dignified indignation 
at this; but, does not the Government 
take its taxes in kind too, when it comes 
and siezes the corn and the cattle of the 
defaulter? Yes, and in a more cruel 
manner too, for it lays its hands on what 
it pleases; and it is pot content to take 
as much as will pay it at the full value of 
the several articles; but it begins a sale 
at auction, and it keeps on selling, at 
any price, till it has got the amount of 
its demand, adding theretu the enormous 
expences of the law. 

It is therefore, Sir, utterly impossible, 
under these circumstances, for taxes to 
be collected to the amount of sixty mil- 
lions a year. The paper money, as I 
have always said, must be sent forth in 
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| quantity sufficient to keep the price of 


wheat steady at fifteen shillings a bushel 
or higher, or the interest of the debt 
cannot be paid, to say nothing about the 
army or the civil list. Whether the 
paper money can be got out again, is @ 
question about which I have always ex- 
pressed myself to be in great doubt; but 
if this be not done, the interest of the 
debt must be lowered, or the estates of 
the land-owners must actually be seized 
upon and transferred to the fund-holders. 
Such is the result of a long and bloody 
war, which has put off parliamentary 
reform, and which has restored tyranny 
and persecution in the fairest part of 
Europe. And, if one could suppose it 
possible that the Waterloo Column 
scheme could now be persevered in, this 
result ought to be inscribed upon every 
side of that column. 

The Board of Agriculture tells us that 
too much attention cannot be paid to the 
subject of the poor-rates. There is ano- 
ther subject, however, which merits a 
greater portion of attention at this time. 
When during the discussions on the Bul- 
lion Report, the time of the House had 
been occupied for many nights in speeches 
abounding in all sorts of absurdities ; and 
after the opposition, with Mr. Horner at 
their head, had been contending that 
gold and silver ought to be restored to 
circulation at the end of two years from 
eighteen hundred and eleven, and the 
ministry had been contending, that, 
though the restoration of gold and silver 
to circulation was extremely desirable, it 
was not expedient just at that time, to 
adopt Mr. Horner’s proposition: after all 
this talk, on both sides, [ remember well 
(and your words are upon record in the 
debates) that you told them both, that if 
gold and siloer were restored to cir- 
culation, the interest of the debt could 
never be paid. Goldand silver are not 
yet restored to circulation; but a mere 


approach towards it has proved to the 
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nation, that you, who have never been a 
talker about finance, as the pack of bricf- 
less lawyers call it, understood more of 
the matter than both the factions put to- 
gether, aided by all their clerks and all 
their dealers in paper money, with all 
their piles of figures and all their rates of 
exchanges. ‘This is a fact, which is in- 
decd worthy of being borne in mind by 
the nation. None of these prating and 
wig-pated men; none of these Horner’s 
and Ponsonby’s and Perceval’s and Van- 
Sittart’s appear to have had any knowledge 
as to causes and consequences on such 
subjects, more than so many magpies. 
Indeed, how should they? The very 
habits of their life have given them a turn 
of mind, which absolutely disqualifies them 
from taking an enlarged view upon any 
subject of national concern. Be this as 
it may, however, we have now before us 
the proof, that you were right, and that 
both these factions were wrong. It is 
not therefore too much to hope, that some 
part, at least, of those persons who were 
so long deceived into the belief, that you 
had not the good of the country at heart, 
willnow be convinced of the contrary, 
and that they will also be conviuced, that 
the only way, in which they can rationally 
assist in the rescuing of their country from 
its present distressed and degraded state, 
is, to give all their support in their power 
to those strenuous efforts which all the 
friends of freedom and of humanity now 
look for at your hands, and in which ex- 
pectation I am sure they will not be dis- 
appointed. 

The second remedy proposed, is, what 
think you? A reduction of rent! What 
exceeding folly is this! One would won- 
der how the Board came not to be ashamed 
of putting such a proposition upon paper 
as containing a remedy for a national 
evil. A distressed farmer, indeed, may 
very well say that this is a remedy for 
him ES but what sort of a remedy is it for 
bo d, and for al] the dependants 








upon his landlord? Nor isit any reme. 
dy for the pour, seeing that in whatever 
degree the farmer obtains relief, and js 
thereby enabled to give employment to 
the poor, the landlord is depressed and js 
unabic to giveemployment to the poor, 
But, as we shall see, by and by, the 
far greater part of-these remedics are ex. 
tremely well characterised by the old 
saying of robbing Peter to pay Paul, as, 
indeed, every remedy must be, which does 
not strike at the root of the evil, namely, 
the taxes imposed by the Gor ‘ernment, 
There, is, however, in this project of re 
ducing rents something of a revolutionary 
tinge. The proposition, to have any sense 
in it, must mean, that landlords in general 
should be compelled to reduce their rents, 
This would be a neat little touch in the 
levelling way. But, as I said in my last 
letter, let these gentlemen go on, and we 
shall soon see, that their wars against re- 
volution will end in a revolution of their 
own making. 

The third remedy is, to commute tythes. 
If to commute means fo abolish, or to di- 
minish, there may be something like sense 
in the proposition, that is to say, if those 
who make the proposition are desirous to 
reduce the power and influence of the 
clergy. But if to commute means the 
mere changing of the mode of payment, 
how can this possibly be a remedy for 
national distress? If I pay in money the 
full value of my tythe, what do I gain by 
putting an end to the collection in kind: 
Besides, in nine cases out of ten, the 
tythes are not now collected in kind; so 
that this proposition must contemplate an 
abolition or a diminution of tythe. Con- 
sidering that so many of the clergy have, 
for the last thirty years, been such fast and 
efficient allies of the borough-mongers ; 
considering that they have fallen so far 
from the character of their predecessors 
in the reign of James the Second, whan 
the church of England stood foremost in 
the ranks against despotism ; considering 
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this, one might be excused for leaving the 
clergy to be dealt with as it might seem 
meet to their associates in hostility against 
the rights and liberties of the nation; but 
even then, we, who scorn to be the agents 
of delusion, ought to observe, that the 
proposed diminution or abolition of the 
property of the clergy could not possibly 
operate as a remedy for national distress ; 
seeing that, in whatever degree the means 
of the landlord or tenant would be aug- 
mented in this way, the means of the clergy 
would be diminished ; and in whatever 
degree the landlords and tenants would be 
enabled to give more employment than 
they now give, the clergy would be com- 
pelled to give less employment. There 
would be a little shifting of distress from 
one part of the community to the other, 
but the mass of distress would be the same ; 
aud in this case, too, the distress would 
remain pretty equally divided through 
the several parishes as it now is. A few 
days ago, in a parish in which I have some 
concern, there was a proposition on foot 
for the parish to contract to keep a turn- 
pike road in repair, in order to get some- 
thing for the labour of the poor. An 
obstacle arose as to the legality of such a 
contract, and the scheme was not adopted. 
But a much better reason for rejecting 
the scheme would have been, that, in 
whatever degree the parish purse would 
have been relieved in this way, it would 
have becn loaded by the throwing out of 
work the individuals now employed upon 
the road. Butitis ever thus with men 
who do not reflect somewhat deeply. 
They always lay hold of something that 
floats upon the surface; after a time they 
perceive their error; another scheme 
equally superficial is adopted; and thus 
they go on blundering from scheme to 
scheme, augmenting rather than diminish- 
ing the calamity which it is their object to 
put an end to. 

The fourth, eighth, tenth, and fourteenth 
remedies are all of the same tendency. 
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The object of them is to raise the price of 
corn and other produce of the land by 
means of prohibition to importation. 
The consequence of every jaw of this sort, 
would be to make the price of food, upon 
an average, somewhat dearer, or higher in 
price. But what end would this answer ? 
It could only answer the end, in so far as 
it operated to make every other article 
dearer. It would in all probability, di- 
minish greatly the commerce and manu- 
facturing of the country ; and it certainly 
would greatly diminish the navigation of 
the country. It would take from the 
cultivators of the land a considerable pore 
tion of their customers ; and it would send 
amongst the Agricultural labourers rivals 
from the trading and manufacturing clas- 
ses. It requires a much sounder head 
than nature has thought proper to place 
upon the shonlders of Mr. Western, to 
trace measures of this sort to their effects. 
If that gentleman had been capable of 
taking a clear view of these effects, he 
never could have proposed a tax upon 
linseed as a remedy for the distresses of 
Agriculture. What! are those distresses 
which so manifestly have arisen from the 
diminution of the quantity of paper 
money, and which diminution has made 
the farmer give two bushels of wheat to 
the government, instead of the one bushel 
which he gave it before; are distresses, 
arising from this tremendous cause, which 
has swept away property as effectually as 
a West-India hurricane sweeps away the 
sheds and sugar canes of the Planters; are 
distresses like these to be remedied by 
the non-importation of corn or seeds or 
wool or any other article of the produce 
of the land? Far, I am sure, from a 
mind like your’s, is every such puerile 
idea. If it were not for this overwhelm- 
ing torrent of taxation, doubled in its 
force by the sudden blasts of the banking 
and funding system ; were it not for this 
irresistible and desolating scourge, our 
ports might be open to all the world; 
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they might be crowded with the ships of | 
all nations, laden with the produce of 


every soil and climate; and the exchange 
of commodities of all sorts might be car- 
ried on, unincumbered by the vexations 
of Custom Houses, and uncontaminated 
by the roguery of tide-waiters, Custom- 
Hiouse officers, and smugglers. But, 
such men as Mr. Western, when they feel 
an evil pressing upon a class of the com- 
munity, to which they happen to belong, 
think of nothing but shifting it from their 
own shoulders, without any consideration 
for the other shoulders on whom it must 
fall. i am not one of those who look 
upon commerce and an export of manu- 
factures as necessary either to the hap- 
piness or the power of England. Exhi- 
bitions of imports and exports have been 
one grand means of delusion. I am of 
opinion, that England would always be as 
much the mistress of the ocean without 
foreign commerce as with foreign com- 
merce. But in considering of remedies 
for the present distress, we must take the 
nation as it now stands, and view it as di- 
vided into classes deriving their means 
from trade, commerce, navigation, and 
manufactures, The well-being of each 
of these classes contributes towards 
the well-being of agriculture, and the 
well-being of agriculture towards the 
well-being of each of those classes. 
What nonsense isit, then, to talk of giving 
the ** same favour’ to agriculture as to 
manufacture? As if it was a favour to 
prevent the importation of manufactured 
snuff, when it is well known, that the im- 
portation is prevented only for the pur- 
pose of loading the snuff manufacturer 
with an enormous tax; or rather, for the 
purpose of loading snuff-takers with that 
tax. The farmer, I believe, thinks, that 
he already pays dearly enough for many 
articles the raw material of which comes 
from foreign countries, and yet these gen- 
tlemen call it a favour to the manufacturer 
to prevent the importation of goods made 
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out of those raw materials. These 
schemes would have a prohibition against 
the importation of tallow, hides, linseed, 
&c. and yet, in the very same breath. 
they complain of the high price of candles 
and of leather! ‘The fact is, that the 
high price of these articles proceed from 
the heavy tax which the government lays 
upon them; but this is what the greater 
part of these gentlemen always appear to 


wish to keep out of sight. If tallow and 


hides were forbidden to be imported at all 


and the tax on the home-raised tallow, or 
candles, and on the home-raised hides, 
were the same that it is now, candles and 
leather would be still dearer than they 
are now, and therefore, the evil would 
increase on the one side as much as it 
would be diminished on the other. It is 
here as every where else, that a dinénution 
of taxes is what is wanted ; but here these 
agricultural people are blindly seeking to 
obtain price by prohibition of importation, 
which would only augment their expences 
in part, while they ought to be seeking to 
bring down taxes to a level with. their 
means of paying them. Many of these 
correspondents are fundholders, or they 
are closely connected with persons who 
are fundholders ; and therefore, they are 
straining every nerve to get at some means 
to obtain money to keep up their pay- 
ment of taxes, because, unless they can do 
that, they plainly see that the fundholders 
cannot be paid. Hence all these schemes 
for raising the price of corn, of which 
schemes we are now going to see another! 

The fifth, the eleventh, the sixteenth, 
the seventeenth, the twenty-second, are all 
of one and the same character. ‘The fifth 
proposes a bounty on the exportation of 
corn; the eleventh proposes to lend ex- 
chequer bills to the farmers ; the sixteenth 
proposes to establish public granaries, and 
for the government to purchase corn to 
put into them; the seventeenth proposes 
to encourage distilleries; the twenty-se- 
cond proposes to givea bounty on the cu!- 
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tivation of hemp! What Pork said of the 
poetasiers, who. pestered him in his cottage 
at Twickenham, the public may say of 
these agricultural schemes. What sort of 
look these latter may have I do not know, 
but if the offspring of the brains of Pope's 
gentry exceeded in wildness what we 
have here befure us, well might he doom 
them to Bedlam. To make it rational 
to propose to give the farmers relief by 
means of a bounty on the export of corn 
or on the cultivation of hemp, the propo- 
sition ought to have two adjuncts, to wit, 
first, that the farmer should pay no part 
of the tax out of which the bounty was to 
come; and, second, that the rest of the 
community, who would then pay the 
bounty, should have (from God knows 
what source) just as much money left to 
expend upon farm produce as they had 
before they paid this tax! What insuffer- 
able follies; what solemn butflooneries, 
have not this agricultural distress brought 
forth to the world! And, as to the loan of 
exchequer bills to the farmers, who is 
to pay the interest of these exchequer 
bills? Who is to pay off the principal of 
the exchequer bills?) And what is this after 
all, but a loan from the fundholders to 
the landholders, which must be finally paid, 
if paid at all, by the transfer of the property 
of the latter from their own hands into the 
hands of the former? Public granaries ! 
And whence ts to come the money,wherewith 
to purchase the corn to put in the public 
granaries? Oh! ** from the government,” 
tobe sure. ‘* The corn to be purchased 
by government,” thus say these agricul- 
tural gentlemen ; and exactly in this sort 
of phrase talk the sharpers and thieves and 

plunderers about Dock Yards and Bar- 

racks and Arsenals and Custom Houses 

and Excise offices. To hear this talk, one 

would suppose that ‘*‘government” was a 

very rich and generous thing, having an 

immense estate of its own, instead of being 

What it is, the collector of enormous sums 
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If government, therefore, were to pur- 
chase the corn, the taxes must be aug- 
mented before the purchase could be made ; 
and squie Jovrerueap, who, I dare say, 
is a great advocate for this scheme, would 
look very foolish to be called upon for 
But, government 
would sell the corn again! And what 
then? Ifit sold the corn for less than it 
gave for it, squire Jolterhead would have 


his share of this tax. 


to pay more tax next year. If it sold it for 
more than it gave for it, then squire Jol- 
terhead would have to make up the differ- 
ence to his labourers and trades-people in 
an additional price for their goods and 
labour, or else, in the shape of poor-rates. 
As to the encouraging of distilleries in 
what way is it proposed to do this? A 
very excellent friend of mine, a native of 
which we treat in 


9 


the *‘* sister kingdom,’ 
such an unsisterlike manner, calls spiritu- 
ous liquors concentrated bread; and he 
insisted, during one of his kind visits to me 
while [ was in prison, that, when I saw a 
fishwoman come reeling out of a gin-shop 
that happened to be opposite my windows, 
I ought not to say that she was drunk, but 
that she had over eaten herself. Little did 
he imagine, I dare say, that the solemn- 
faced correspondents of the Board of Agri- 
culture would so far adopt his notion as to 
recommend this species of concentration 
witha view of relieving the national distress. 
To be sure a glass of gin requires less room 
for stowage than a quartern loaf; and asa 
very large portion of the people are now 
without house or home, stowage may be a 
matter of consequence. But that the far- 
mer would obtain a better market for his 
corn in consequence of the same money 

being laid out in barley made into gin, 

that would otherwise be laid out in barley 

made into beer or into bacon, it is a pro- 

position not to be believed for a moment, 

and, indeed, is an idea never to find a 

place in the mind of any one who is not 

either an inhabitant of Bedlam, or a cor- 





drawn away from the people at large. 


respondent of the Board of Agriculture. 









































431 | Lerrer tro Sin Francis Burperr, Barr. 


The sixth, twelfth, and twenty-fourth 
remedies may be classed together, as they 
all have in view to restore to, and to 
Keep in circulation, a greater quantity of 
paper money than now is in circulation. 
To be sure this would stave off the evil. 
As IT have all along been saying, and as 
every man of sense well knew, it is impos- 
sible to pay the taxes to the amount of 
sixty or seventy millions a year, without 
the aid of a depreciated paper money, 
and this is precisely what you said during 
the debate on the Bullion question. It is 
now seen how empty were the heads of 
those, who proposed to restore gold and 
silver to circulation, without, at the same 
time, taking off one half of the taxes. 
But, in fact, to follow the advice of these 
gentlemen, that is to say, to continue the 
Bank restriction in peace, and to increase 
the quantity of paper money by the means 
of branch Banks, would be neither more 
nor less than an issue of assignats. It 
would be, what probably will be, a pay- 
ing of the creditors of the government in 
depreciated paper made for the express 
purpose. When, during the year 1815, 
I was spreading about my opinions upon 
this subject; when [ was insisting that 
the interest of the debt must in part at 
least, go unpaid, or that the quantity of 
paper money must be augmented ; when 
I was spreading about these opinions, I 
knew they were correct, but I did not ex- 
pect to see the Board of Agriculture giv- 
ing their sanction to them in so solemn a 
manner. This remedy, however, would 
appear now to be impracticable. For, if 
the ministers could have done it, they 
would have done it long ago. It seems, 
that they thought, that you were wrong; 
that they could glide by degrees into gold 
and silver payments without depriving 
themselves of the means of paying the in- 
terest on their debt. I had told thema 
thousand times over, that they never 
could restore gold and silver to circula- 
tion without blowing up the funding sys- 





tem. But, they were foolish enough not 


to believe me; and they called me Jaco. 


bin and Leveller; very good names but 
very bad arguments. Now they are told 
by their own creatures, that this doctrine 
was perfectly sound. Let them, how. 
ever, now do what they will, they cannot 
escape out of the mire into which they 
are plunged. If they could discover any 
means of sending forth new bales of paper 
money, they would only stop the ruin 
which is pressing upon one part of the 
community, to force it upon another part 
of the community, while their paper 
money and their funds would become the 
scorn of the world. 

The jifteenth remedy, which is, ‘ éo 
** reduce the interest of money,’ has in- 
deed some sense in it, and, if the gentle- 
men mean to reduce the interest of the 
debt from five per cent to twe per cent, 
and the interest on all other sums due 
since the year 1812 in the same propor. 
tion, and if to this be added a proportion- 
ate reduction in all the other expences of 
the government, including a total aboli- 
tion of all sinecure places aud unmerited 
pensions and grants ; if this be the mean- 
ing of these gentlemen, then I am of opi- 
nion, that their remedy woud be a real 
one. ‘There would then remain (for the 
sinking fund must be dropt) about twenty- 
four millions a year to be eollected, which 
sum might possibly be raised without a 
fictitious currency. But if they mean 
any thing short of this, they may as well 
hold their tongues; and if they do mean 
this, or if they mean to take any part of 
the interest of the debt off, they recom- 
mend, that which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was pleased to denominate, a 
breach of national faith. Breach it may 
be on the part of those who have borrowed 
the money ; that is to say, those who have 
had a majority of the Boroughs; but, 
breach or breach not, this measure must 
be resorted to, or the estates of the land 
owners will all be transferred from them. 
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It is useless to endeavour to blink this 
question; it must be brought forward. 
The loyal gentlemen in the country may 
feel great pain at making the proposition ; 
but made it must be, and, as I believe, in 
less than six months’ time. The effect 
that will be produced by the making of 
such a proposition is not easy to imagine, 
much less to describe. When the time 
of making it comes, we shall see who will 





still have the courage, or rather the impu- 
dence, to extol the wisdom of Pitt and 


Perceval, and Canning and Castlereagh. 

The seventeenth, the eighteenth and the 
nineteenth remedies relate to the poor- 
laws, upon which subject I dwelt pretty 
fully in my last letter. As to the ninth 
remedy, namely, to establish corn rents ; 
the twenticth remedy, to repeal the game 
laws; the twenty-first remedy, which is 
to lessen the quantity of land sown; and 
the twenty-third remedy, which is to take 
the tax off from draining brick; these 
are really too childish to merit attention. 
If they serve any purpose at all, it is to 
show that the heads of the people have 
been turned by the bewildering distresses, 
in which they are involved. But as to 
the poor-laws, there remains a good deal 
yet to be said; for, this is the most ter- 
rific object in the eyes of these gentlemen ; 
and so it ought to be in the eyes of the 
Boroughmongers; for to this point it 
comes at last ; the people are suffering for 
want of food, and they remember the old 
adage, that ** hunger will break through 
stone walls.” One gentleman says, ‘ the 
‘* poor-rates are the greatest of our evils, 
‘an evil to the growth of which no 
** bound is fixt, and which, unless some 
‘* timely check be given, will, forty years 
‘hence, render the nominal land-owner 
“of an estate only a trustee to manage 
‘it for the benefit of the poor.” + 

I remarked in my last letter, on the 
baseness of thus railing against the poor, 
while the railer said not a word against 





A 





the sinecure places and pensions ; but we 
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will see presently what sort of benefit the 
poor actually derive from the poor-laws. 
To hear these gentlemen railing, one 
would suppose, that the poor people were 
at least, comfortably fed and lodged and 
clothed. Let us, therefore, take Sir 
Ricuarp Brooke’s account of this mat- 
ter. ‘This gentleman, who lives in North- 
amptonshire, tells us that the poor men, 
whom the overseers are compelled to re- 
lieve, or to find work for, are det ‘out, 
to the highest bidder, perhaps from two- 
pence to eight-pence a day, the parish 
paying the labourer the difference between 
what is offered for him and the sum or. 
dered by the magistrates. After this Sir 
Richard Brooke gives a statement of the 
several allowances to paupers, to which 
statement I beg leave to implore your 
attention. 

The statement is this: ‘* That the Ma- 
‘¢ sistrates order all overseers to support, 
‘¢ orallow, men who apply to them, per 
‘6 week, as follows: 

‘¢ A single man, 5s. 

‘¢ A man and wife, 6s. 

‘A family, 5s. for the two parents, 

‘6 and Qs. for each child. 


‘“¢Tf the Overseers can shew, that the 
‘family earn any thing, their earnings 
‘6 form a part of the allowance.” 


Thus, Sir, we have, under their own 
hands; we thus possess, under the hands 
and seals of a government Board, the 
scale according to which the labourers of 
England are now fed. We have here the 
money amount of their food; and we 
will now see what is the amount of the 
quantity of that food. Let us first take 
the allowance to the single man. Bread 
is now, at Botley, 114d. the quartern 
loaf, weighing 4lbs. 50z. So that a pound 
and a half of bread a day, 24 ounces 
(leaving out a fraction), will amount to 
2s. 43d. a week. [Bacon is lid. per 
pound; and, six and a half ounces of 
bacon a day will amount to 2s.71id, a 
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week, ‘Thus are the jive shillings dis- 
posed of. 


Now, Sir, let us see the man seated at, 


in 24 ounces of bread there 
mouthfuls ; 


his meals. 
are about 63 and, in 64 
ounces of bacon, after allowing for boil- 
ing and bone, there are about 15 mouth- 
fuls. So that there are 21 mouthfuls of 
bread and 5 mouthfuls of bacon for each 
meal! ‘This is the diet of the stvgle man; 
and. as the manand wife are allowed 6s. 
between them, their meal will consist of 
bread and 3 
A child (and 
ldren require food equal to a 


about 14 mouthfuls of 


mouthfois of bacon each. 
some ¢ 
man) will have about 


bread and 2 mouthfuls of bacen. 


9 mouthfuls of 
And, 
vou will please to observe, that they will 
none of them have any thing for drink, 
clothing, fuel, or lodging ! 

This is, I think, the very lowest degree 
in the scale of human misery and degra- 
dation. We have here an account of the 
smallest quantity of sustenance that can 


be given to man, woman, and child, 
without exposing them to immediate death 
by hunger. Aud, the Book contains am- 
ple proof, that mdldions of our country- 
men are now reduced to this wretched 
state, with a prospect of a very large 
addition to their numbers. 

If, Sir, this state of misery had been 
ihe consequence of any of those cala- 
mities, which no government could have 
prevented, our feelings, upon the occa- 
sion, would be different from what they 
now ought to be. But, not only might 
this misery have been prevented by 
the government, by its abstaining from 
all interference in behalf of the despots 
of the Continent; not only might the 
great cause of this misery have been 
wholly avoided, but, even at ¢his dime the 
government, by reducing the taxes, has 
it in its power to alleviate this terrible 
misery. 


Is it possible, Sir, to contemplate, 


without the utmost indignation, the quan- 
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tity of food allowed to English labourers, 
contrasted with the ** Grand Dinners ” 
of those who wallow in wealth drawn from 
the fruit of the toil of those labourers ? 
And, is it possible, that this state of things 
can long be endured ? How a man likeSir 
RichAarp Brooke could put his dismal 
account upon paper without, at the same 
time, expressing his indignation against 
those who have brought the country into 
this state, is to me most wonderful. 

We are often told by those who live 
upon the taxes, and who are therefore 
enemies to all reform, that the sinecures, 
fur instance, are of no amount; that 
they area mere trifle; and that the pen. 
sions, grants, &c. are the same. But, if 
we place the amount of a few of these in 
comparison with the allowances to our 
wretched labourers and their families, we 
shall find, that every thousand pounds, 
which is expended in sinecures and pen- 
sions, would maintain 76 labourers on 
the Northamptonshire scale. ‘Therefore, 
the twelve thousand pounds a year, 
allowed to Cannine, while he was at 
Lisbon, would have kept 912 labourers 
during cach of those years. The two 
sinecures of Wittram Girrorp, who is 
now the editor of that servile publication, 
the Quarterly Review, and who was 
understrapper to CANNING, in the con- 
ducting of the Antijacobin newspaper ; 
this man’s two sinecures, which he has 
possessed for several. years, would main- 
tain 46 labourers, and this man has never 
in his whole life-time performed any sort 
of service for the public. He was the 
son of a shoe-maker at Ashburton, was 
bred up and educated out of charity by 
a clergyman, became tutor to Lord Bel- 
grave, now the rich Earl Grosvenor, 
afterwards became the literary hack of 
Canning as before mentioned, and is now 
in possession of two sinecures amounting 
to upwards of six hundred pounds a year. 
Will the gentlemen of the Board of 
Agriculture pretend that this Gifford is 
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not as much a burden to them as 46 un- | 


fortunate labourers are? yet, not a word 

do they say upon this score; nota whis- 

por of complaint that the land owners are 

‘trustees and managers of their estates 

iy the benefit of such men as Girrorp 
nd CANNING. 

The two sinecures of Lord Ectenzo- 
goucu would maintain 1064 poor labour- 
ers, and the sinecure of his son, as Mar- 
shall, would maintain 61 poor labourers. 
The sinecure of the Marquis Cimpen 
would maintain about 3000 poor labour- 
ers; and thus might I go on until I had 
discovered the means of supporting a very 
considerable part of all the paupers in 
England. 

Must it not now be manifest, Sir, to 
every man in England, that whatever is 
taken from the public at large for such 
purposes, whether it be collected in the 
shape of taxes or fees, must finally come 
out of the pockets of the people, and, in 
proportion to its amount, take from the 
farmer and the tradesman the means of 
giving employment and of paying suffici- 
ent wages? I think that this fact is now 
become evident to every body; and, I 
am also persuaded, that, encouraged by 
your exertions and the exertions of 
others, who will at last, I hope, co-ope- 
rate with you, the whole country, fol- 
lowing the example of London and West- 


miister, will now call aloud for the re- | 


dress of these intolerable grievances. 

The town of Nottingham, always 
amongst the first to give proofs of its good 
sense and public spirit, has already 
obeyed the call of the citizens of West- 
minster, and has agreed to a petition for 
a redress of grievances, and particularly 
fora reform of the Commons House of 
Parliament. This town, to belong to 
which is an honour worth all the stars and 
garters in the kingdom, is not only dis- 
tinguished for its hearty detestation of 
tyranny in all its shapes, but, it has al- 
Ways discovered a perfectly correct judg- 
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ment in the objects of its detestation, a 
remarkable instance of which was the im- 
placable hatred which it bore towards 
Percevat, who, though he deceived a great 
part of the nation, was unable to deceive 
the people of Nottingham. If political 
pilgrimages were in fashion, or if I had 
leisure to perform a pilgrimage to such a 
distance, I certainly would go for the ex- 
press purpose of taking by the hand some 
score or two of the people of this exccl- 
lent town. Ihave not room at present, 
to insert the account of the proceedings at 
Nottingham upon this occasion, which I 
shall do at some future opportunity ; but 
I cannot refrain from observing, that 
through the whole of the speeches, the re- 
solutions, and the petition, there is a de- 


gree of intelligence, eloquence, force of 


argument, and evidence of talent, such as 
I have rarely met with; and [ think it 
impossible that the effect upon the public 
mind in that part of the country should 
not be very great. 
Jacobinism to be brought against this 
meeting, which was legally assembled ; 
and at which the Mayor of the town pre- 
sided, giving, greatly to his honour, all his 
support to the propositions which were 
brought forward. 

But, we shall see, | trust, a great many 
The 


terror 


more Nottinghams in our country. 
| people have long been deceived ; 
and a corrupt press has long kept the peo- 
plein the dark. ‘The time is now come, 
[ trust, when they will speak boldly, and 
if they do that, redress will follow. 

There is yet one remedy to notice, and 
it comes from Mr. Enwarv Moor, who, 
it appears, is a Magistrate in the County 
of Suffolk. This remedy is, fo encouruge 
emigration! to encourage emigration! to 
do that which the hired newspapers have 
falsely accused me of doing; and upon 
that false accusation have most grossly 
abused me. 

You must have perceived, Sir, in several 
of the Ministerial prints, pretended letters 


There is no charge of 
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from America representing the English 
and Irish emigrants as being in a state of 
great distress, and they have gone so far 
as to assert that thousands of these emi- 
grants have applied to the English Consul 
to be sent home, with a view, 1 suppose, of 
obtaining some small portion of the 63 
mouthfuls of bread and the 15 mouthfuls 
of bacon, which the labourers in Nor- 
thamptonshire are allowed per day. I 
have always observed, Sir, when L have 
been writing upon this subject, that Ame- 
rica was an unfit place for any persons, 
who did not go thither with the ability and 
with the resolution to dabour, and that 
too in some trade, in some handicratt 


business, or in Agriculiure. Lor persons, 
not qualified thus [ have always said, that 
the change would hardly be for the better, 
and might possibly be for the worse. 
Upon the breaking up of Commerce and 
shop keeping and speculating pursuits in 
this country, which breaking up began to 
take place about two years ago, thousands 
of petty clerks, and others who wished to 
live without labour, hastened away to 
America. ‘This was not the sort of per- 
sons wanted in that Country, which was 
already, as every country will be, over- 
stocked with young gentlemen, who prefer 
white and soft hands to hands that are 
dirty and hard. And, besides this gene- 
ral overstock of empty heads and white 
hands, the Commerce of America and her 
tribes of speculators have experienced, 
as I said they would experience, a great 
shock. ‘To you yourself Sir, were my 
letter intended solely for your perusal, I 
should think it very impertinent, though 
your kindness might excuse me. for it, 
to observe, that it is impossible for such 
a revolution to take place, as has taken 
place with regard to the circulating 
medium and the Co,.mercial concerns, of 
this great Commercial Nation, without 
producing an almost simultaneous effect 
iu all other Commercial Nations. One 








Commercial Nation is to another what 
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one great Merchant is to another. It js 
impossible that England should become 
bankrupt or that great Commercial bank. 
ruptcies should take place in England, 
without producing great Commercial em- 
barrassment and numerous bankruptcies 
in America, seeing that the transactions 
between the two countries during each 
year, amounts to so many score of mil. 
lions. And, it is very curious to observe, 
that, the moment the Bank of England, 
the old Lady of ‘Threadneedle Street, the 
fruitful Mother of all Banks, all deprecia- 
tion, all corruption, in the whole world ; 
it is very curious, that the moment she 
began to draw in her issues, the paper 
system im America was brought to a crisis, 
and measures were taken for getting rid 
of that dreadful curse, a paper money not 
convertible into gold and silver, which 
measures [ perceive are now about to go 
into effect. This has produced an unpre- 
cedented stagnation of Commerce in Ame- 
rica which added to the effects of bank- 
ruptices in England, and the loss in the 
trade with us, owing to our poverty, have 
led to that state of things in America, 
which have probably produced great dis- 
tress amougst the numerous soft-handed 
tribe before mentioned. 

But, Sir, as to emigrants, who are able 
and willing to work, to get their living by 
the sweat of their brow, the representations 
of our hireling newspapers are totally false. 
The debt is so small in America, the go- 
vernment so economical, the people so 
fairly represented, that, generally speak- 
ing, that country never enjoyed more pros- 
perity, as a proof of which I have only to 
inform you that Agriculture flourishes be- 
yond all former example. 

I am happily, upon this subject, able to 
produce other proof than that which 
comes directly to myself from America. 
Mr. Drakarp, the proprietor of the 
Stamford News, who. as you, I am sure, 
have not forgotten, was one of the victims 
of the Perceval administration, has publish- 
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eda letter, from an English farmer who 
emigrated to America a year or two ago. 
I will, here, Sir, insert this letter, just as 
[ find it. published by Mr. Drakard, and 
you'will be pleased to see how exactly it 
corresponds with what I have published 
upon the same subject. 


“ George Town, July 30, 1816. 


“ Dear Sir,—I should have wrote to 
“you before this, but concluded you and 
‘the rest of my friends would hear of our 
“safe arrival. I therefore thought it best 
“to wait a few weeks, that I might be 
“able to give you and my friends in general 
“some information from my own know- 
“ledge of what I had seen and heard 
“respecting America. We arrived at Bal- 
“timore on the 22d of June, after a pas- 
“sage of fifty-six days, which is con- 
“sidered rather a long one; but upon 
“the whole it was not an unpleasant one. 
‘We were all sick the first week, but 
“after that time the sea had but little ef- 
“fect upon us. [I could smoke my pipe 
“ on the quarter-deck with some pleasure, 
“and have often wished, that some of my 
“ friends who had such a terrible dread of 
“the sea had been with me; in fact, 
“ crossing the Atlantic (in a good vessel) 
“is not worth mentioning, as an objection 
“to coming to America. Any of our 
“friends who intend coming need not be 
“ particular as to what part they come to, 
“whether New York, Philadelphia, or 
“ Baltimore, as there are conveyances by 


“steam boats from all the above places.— | 


“T find America to be a very rising coun- 
“try, and every person that can do any 
* thing that is useful is welcome here, and 
“will be well paid for what he does. 
“ Journeymen’s wages in all kinds of 
“trades, such as joiners, bricklayers, 
“ stone masons, blacksmiths, shoemakers, 
“tailors, saddlers, wheelwrights, &c. &c. 
“are from 11 to 2 dollars a day, and 
“there is plenty of work for all that. 


“come, and will be for many years. All 
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.% tradesmen may do well; they have 
** great profits upon all they sell. You 
*¢ may inform Mr. that a saddler is 
** an excellent business ; they charge very 
** high for their articles, and they supply 
*‘ the farmers with gears for the horses 
“they use in the waggons and carts, and 
‘¢ most of these gears are made of leather, 
‘¢ much more so than in England; there 
** is also a great deal of harness wanting 
“for carriages. I was soon tired of 
“‘ being at George Town, doing no- 
“thing; therefore I wished my friends 
** here to get me a small farm, not wishing 
**-to eygage with any thing upon a large 
“scale at first; and I soon met with a 
“very pleasant situation, about 8 miles 
“¢ from the city of Washington, where I 
* now reside. You may inform any of 
“ our friends who wish to come here to 
“farm, that I can purchase land close to 
“where I live, principally cleared of 
“‘ timber and fit for cultivation, at from 
‘¢ 16 to 20 dollars an acre, 4 roods to the 
‘acre. They are in general bad farmers 
‘in this country, and do not make half 
‘¢ so much of their land as they might do. 
‘© There are some thousands of acres to 
© sell in this part of the country, within 
“§ or 10 miles of Washington and 
‘¢ George Town. The price of wheat is 
‘¢ 2 dollars a bushel, and other grain in 
‘ proportion. Give my respects to . 
‘¢ and tell him that he can have a situation 
“ either in the farming or his own busi- 
“ ness as soon as he comes. I have made 
‘¢ a great deal of enquiry respecting situa- 
“tions for bankers’ and merchants’ 
“ clerks, but find they are rather diffi- 
“cult to be obtained, and when ob- 
‘¢ tained not so good as trade. Brewing 
‘ale and porter is an excellent business : 
‘¢ the demand for both increasing daily, 
‘Cand the profits being very good. If 
‘¢ any person had come over with me that 
‘¢ understood malting, I would have en- 
‘“¢ gaged in the brewing business, in pre- 











‘¢ ference to any other concern. When I 
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‘‘ get my business closed in England, 
‘“ which [ intend to have done as soon as 
“* possible, it is quite likely that I shall 
““ go into the concern :—the more I en- 
‘quire after it, the more satisfied am I 
‘of its answering. Labouring men of 
** good character are much wanted here: 
** the meanest hand will get a dollar a 
“day; and HE NEED NOT BE 
“HERE A DAY WITHOUT GET- 
“TING WORK. Ifany of our friends 
** come over in the fall or spring, be sure 
*“¢ to send by them, for me, 2lb. of white 
“‘ turnip seed, 2ib. of Swede. turnip, LIb. 
*¢ of cabbage seed, 11b. of brocoli, 1lb. of 
** Scotch kail, and 1lb. of Brussel sprout 
** seed. Also senda few ounces of onion, 
‘* parsley, radish, &c. mark the jdif- 
** ferent parcels, and let them be packed 
** safe ;—they are all very dear here. A 
‘** gardener in this part of the country is 
** as good a business as can be followed : 
** they may make a fortune very soon, if 
‘t they have property to begin with, and 
‘* are steady and understand their busi- 
“ness. Tell — what I have said 
‘‘ upon the business, and if he or cany 
‘* other gardener should come, tell them 
‘** to bring with them from 1OO/. to 400/. 
‘ sterling worth of all kinds of seeds, but 
‘** principally what | have ordered you to 
If any one comes, let him 





** send me. 
‘come to me, and I will get him from 
** 30 to 50 to per cent. profit on all he 
‘* may bring. Let small seed be included, 
‘* such as mustard, celery, onions, ra- 
** dish, &c. &c. All kinds may be sold 
** here ata very great profit. ———— has 
** got a situation just by my farm, to su- 
‘perintend a water-mill, and I expect 
* ——-- going into a_ store, either in 
‘‘the city of Washington or George 
‘Town. Washington is improving very 
‘‘ rapidly, and has been ever since the 
‘‘ English were so good as to burn the 
*¢ public buildings, which were very fine, 
‘* and are now repairing. I hope when 


“* they are finished they will erect a stone 





‘‘ to tell posterity what country it wa: 
‘that committed such violent outrages 
‘upon defenceless places; but it has 
‘¢ done good to the city for many miles 
‘‘round. ‘The government is now firmly 
‘‘ established there, which was not the 
‘‘ case before the burning of the public 


*¢ buildings. The result is, that all kinds of 


‘*¢ Janded property has increased in value 
‘¢ very much, both in the city and for 10 
*¢ miles round, and will continue to in- 
** crease. 

‘‘ If any of my friends come here [ 
** will give them all the advice and assist- 


‘ance that 1 can towards getting them - 


‘¢ situations. School-masters and mis- 
*¢ tresses are wanted here, and are well 
‘¢ paid for teaching; they are about esta- 
** blishing some schools upon the Lan- 
** castrian plan: masters understanding 
‘‘ the mode of teaching might get well 
‘‘ paid. The prices of whet you would 
*¢ call a common school for girls such as 
‘¢ my or younger, to do plain work, 
‘¢ are 3 or 4 dollars a quarter.” 

I have only just to observe here, Sir, 
that this gentleman says, that the meanest 
labourer will get a dollar a day; that he 
necd not be a day without getting work : 
and that wheat is ¢ézo dollars a bushel. 
Contrast this with the dollar a week, which 
is allowed to the poor labourers in North- 
amptonshire, where the wheat is also two 
dollars a bushel ; and when you have done 
that, you will be able to judge what sort 
of persons those must be who think them- 
selves unfortunate in having changed Eng- 
land for America. 

But be this matter as it may, I have 
never recommended emigration to any 
ene. On the contrary, [ have always 
said, that England, well governed, is the 
best country in the world; and [I have 
further said, that it is a shame for any 
man to quit his country, on account of its 
miseries, while there is the smallest chance 
of his being able, in any way whatever, 
of lending his assistance in restoring het 
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to freedom and happiness. This is the 
doctrine that I have always preached; 
and, Sir, to what a pass are we come, 
when an English country gentleman, a 
magistrate in his county, can coolly re- 
commend to the Government to encourage 
the people to quit their native land; to 
advise the Government to adopt measures 
for getting rid of the people! He wanted 
the courage to tell the Government to re- 
move the burdens that press his unfortu- 
nate countrymen to the earth. THe says 
that he was in the hourly habit of witness- 
ing the miseries of the people; and, did 
it not become him, then, to tell the Go- 
vernment what was necessary to do away 
these miseries? Yes, but he wanted the 
courage to do this. He could no longer 
endure the sight of the misery, and there- 
fore he recommended to drive the misera- 
ble objects far away from their country 
and their friends. 


There was a time, Sir, when an English 


country gentleman would as soon have 
thought ef committing a murder as of 
committing so base a proposition to paper. 
No, Sir, the people will not fiee from 
their country. ‘They will teach Mr. 
Moor, that they have as much right to 
remain in England as he has, and that 
they have a right too, and a perfect 
right, to comfortable lodgings, and to a 
sufficiency of food and of raiment, én 
exchange for their labour. What! shall 
the Royai Family have a right to be main- 
tained in the manner that they are main- 
tained; shall all those whose living in 
splendour is derived from the public purse, 
tell us that they have a right to what they 
receive; and shall the labourer and the 
journeyman and the tradesman aud the 
farmer, when they are reduced to misery 
by the overwhelming force of taxation, 
and by the vicissitudes of a paper system, 
in the creation of which they have had no 
hand whatever ; shall they, when reduced 
to misery from these causes, and these 
Causes are acknowledged by this very 
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book to have produced their misery ; shall 
they when thus reduced to misery, be 
told to seek relief in a foreign land, and to 
abandon for ever the hope of again be. 
holding any portion of what is most near 
and most dear to their hearts? No, they 
are not to be told this! They will not 
be told this, and hear it with patience. 
They will remain in their country with the 
hope of seeing better days ; and there is 
not aman of them, of honest heart and 
sound body, who may not contribute to- | 
her restoration to that freedom 
and happiness which were formerly her 
lot, and which made her in reality, and 
not in empty boast, the envy and admira- 
tion of the world. 

As to the means, Sir, by which this re-« 
storation will be effected, it would be 
presumption in any one to speak with 
any degree of confidence. But, when all 
agree, that some great change must take 
place ; and when the friends of reform 
wish, that such change may take place, 
one may be allowed to conjecture, as to 
what will probably be the course of events. 
It will be impossible for taxes to be col- 
lected, during the next year, to the amount 
of fifty millions, unless new issnes . 


wards 


of paper 
come forth, which Ido not now think to 
be probable. Besides the efiects of the 
general and encreasing misery of the la- 
bouring classes, the land-owners, seeing 
themselves upon the verge of utter ruin, 
will be disposed to seck relief in some way 
or other; and they will soon discover, 
that there is no other way than that of re- 
ducing the expences of the military esta- 
blishment and of the Government debt. 
Some Member of Parliament will propose 
such reduction ; a great deal will be said 
about national honour and national faith ; 
you and your colleague, and perhaps one 
or two more, will justly say, that as far 
as the debt goes, the nation has very little 
to do with the matter. But at last divi- 
sions will take place. That will be quite 
enough. ‘The blow has already been 

































